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7he Antiquities of Palmyra alias Tadmor ; 
Built by King Solomon in the Defart of 
i^rabia : Containing the Hifiory of that City 
and its Emperors^ From its Foundation Kp 
this frefenttime* Ey db. Seller. 8"". 

HE Royal Society, having PubliOit Tvra Jour- 
nals of the EngUfh Merchants to fadmur^ io the 
Defart, the Author of the Vdmjrene Antiquities under- 
look to give the Hiftory of that City, from its Founda- 
tion to this prefent Age. 

The Preface Accounts for the Rites and Guftoms ot 
the Eaftj^ v^hich are (till continued by t\it Ar ah ^ v^ho 
are very tenacious of Aotient Ufages, of which the Au- 
thor gives feveral Inftances ; particularly of the Mourn^ 
iVi^iot Thammur or Adonis. 

^The Hiftory proves, that the City was Founded 
( or as others, Rebuilt) by Solomon a Frontier to his 
large Territories,* that it was probably taken by the 
Kings of Sj^r/^ from the 5%tt^5j when their Kingdom was 
divided and impaired, till the Kings of 5^i;/e?» (eized it - 
(the Hiftorian of Antioch averring, that the victorious 
Monarch Nehchadnezzar Conquered itjbefore hfr formed 
the Siege of Jerufakm) that upon the Ruioe of the Fer^ 
fian Empire, it fubmitted to the irrefiftible^/^x^W^r • 
that it was (probably) Repaired and Beautified by Be- 
iemm^ one of his SucceiTors, in gratitude to whom, rhey 
ufed the common Computation ofmoft of theEaflern 
Cities, the j£ra Sekucidarum that Tomfey^ when he 
made Syria a Province, reduc d tadmur, Coollituting it 
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an Appendage to that Province (tho' M^ I e la fdys^x^ 
prefly, that AureUan firO: mace it a Rdman Province) 
that M. Antony defigned to Piikge the City, to gratify 
his dilcontented Armyj after his ilJ Succefs \nPerJu% but 
was difappoioted j from which time, to the Reign of 
Trajatfi H^llory is Silent concerning the Ciiy , and (b 
are all the Infcriptioos found there, none of which is 
older then that Emperor (Two of the Sepulchral Infcrip* 
tions being EreSed in his iim^) Adrian Vafited^Rebuilr, 
and Called it by his ov^nNdmd. Antoninus Caratallus made 
it a Colony Juris Italia^ and it continued firm to the 
Roman Interefts under the Succeeding EmperorSjaffifting 
Alexander Sevsrm^ and the youngell: Gordian^ in their 
Expedition againft the F^ry?^;^^, with their Forces; and 
when the Emperor Valerian was Conquered and made a 
Prifoner, Odenathm the Governor of Palmyra aiferted 
the Rights of injured Majefly, baffled the Perfians, and 
was declared by Gallienm his Co-partner in the Empire^ 
which Authority continued in his Family for ten years 
or more, under AureUan the City was Ruined , after 
which it inade a poor Figure in Story, till Jujiinian Re- 
paired and Fortified it, in which Condition it continued, 
till the Mahometans made themfelves Mafters of thir 
Country {Al Iham^ the laft King of Geffan^ being at that 
time Lord of Tadmur) and fuffered the Fortifications to 
moulder into Duft, fmce which time it hath been a Neil 
of Arabian Banditi. 

That the City was well Situated for Trade, the Cara^ 
vans of the Eaftern Merchants paffing through it, the 
neernefs of the Euphrates, on which Navigable Ri^er 
the Palmjrenians were in Poileffion of Three Cities, gi* 
viog it great Advantages of Riches, befides their own 
Native Commodities- 

That it was probably Converted foon after Chriftiani- 
ty was Plantedj^ that it was Ereded into a Biihops Szt 
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before the Council of lUce^ and continued fo in tlie 
time of the Chakedm Councxl^ under the Arcn-Bifliop 
of Damafcus; but foon after, when £/^^;^e?/^ was made 
a diftind: Province, and £iW(?/4 Conftitutcd che Metropo- 
lis of it, it became a Suffragan to that Metropolitan (not 
the Arch-Biftiopcf EJeJfa, as the Not it ia ft t out by 
Goar wrcngly calls the City) aswasalfo Damafcus. 

In the Appendix the Author proves, that the Names 
of the Inhabitants were purely Syrian, with a Prenomen 
often pre fixt, for the mdft ^zn Roman ; that their Offi- 
cers were fuch, as the other Cities of the Eaft lived under, 
and that the oideft Superilition was that of the Worihip 
of the Hoft of Heaven j to which is fubjoined the Life 
oliJahaULachm, the Grandfonof 0^/^fi^/^, and of the 
Excellent Cr it ick Lmginm^ together with a Commenta- 
ry on the Infcriptions, wherein fome parts oitht Roman 
Hiftory, before unknown, are Difcovered, and (bme 
Rites of the Oriental Idolatry accounted for, particu- 
larly that ofcpnfulting the Fountain of Jphacaingxtu 
Repute, in thofe early times, for its Oracles. 



ERRATA. 

TRanfaa. Numb. 222. Fagc 300. Line 2. after the word Cmttnt, infer f 
thefe words, [going there conftantly Eafl, and] which words^ bymiftake^ 
"Were put into the Fourth Line, after the word Bahama, where they ought to be 
left out. ^ 904, (ir 305. for PoUipus r. Polypus. 
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